
Principal’s Corner –December 2019   
Dear Parents and Friends of SHHS: 
 
I hope everyone had a wonderful, restful Thanksgiving.  What a busy month!  I am so proud of all of our scholars, athletes, 
musicians and supporters of SHHS.  Congratulations to our Girls’ Soccer team for winning the state tournament, our cheerleaders 
for placing third in the state, and our football team for making it to the semifinals! There has been much community spirit within 
and outside of our SHHS walls.  A big thank you to everyone who organized, set up, performed and supported Philapalooza! 
 
Planning has begun for Bag the Community, under Sue Brouillette’s leadership.  Please encourage your students to bring in canned 
goods (monetary donations are accepted, as well) to help out local families in need.  Don’t forget to check your expiration 
dates!  Bag the Community occurs January 18th for distribution of bags and on the 20th for collection throughout the town.  This 
event is so critical to our town and to all of the families who are food insecure.  Since close to 40% of the district is on Free or 
Reduced lunch, many families would benefit from this event.  It would be great to have all of our student groups and sports team 
play a role in this event! 
 
The focus of Student Council’s Ideas Committee is to examine school protocols.  Last year, they started assigned parking in the 
student parking lot and the year before, they encouraged doing away with summer math packets.  This past month, they presented 
an idea before the faculty- any student who has a 93 average in a class could be exempt from the final (the previous grade was a 95 
for students in grades 9-11 and a 93 for seniors). The presentation was made by Maddie Foley, Grant Petrosky and Philip 
Wegman and they spoke of assessment versus learning, rationale and solutions.  They learned a valuable lesson about procedures 
for effective change and speaking up to make a difference.  Hats off to StuCo! 
 
Midterm exams will be January 21-24.  Attached is the schedule of exam dates and times.  Unless we have an overabundance of 
snow days, we will stay with this schedule.  Remember, midterm exams count for 10% of a student’s grade in a full-year course.  It 
is crucial that all students are present and on time for these midterm exams- unexcused absences will result in zeros for midterm 
exam grades.  Please help your students to establish proper study habits and encourage them to stay after for extra help when 
necessary.  No students are exempt from midterms. 
 
We need your input!  While we are very proud of the great work done at SHHS, there is always room for improvement.  There is a 
Parent Survey at the back of this newsletter.  While we have distributed this at various Open House events in past years, we hoped 
that by offering it in December, more parents and guardians would participate, especially those of 9th graders.  Please tear out the 
sheet and have your student return it to the main office.  Surveys are completely anonymous and all responses are confidential.  I 
appreciate your candidness and honesty. 
 
Congratulations to our latest Students of the Month!  All students who earn “Student Commendations for Excellence” are 
considered for this monthly drawing.   Students of the Month have their pictures displayed in our foyer.   They will also receive a 
coupon for a free lunch to our very own Tiger’s Den!  Our culinary students and Chef Ezra Bleau are incredibly talented.  We 
encourage all of our students to perform positive, helpful and kind acts, as well as demonstrate improvement or leadership in class. 
 
December Students of the Month: 
Grade  9:  Perla Moreno Saravia 
Grade 10: Sujal Manandhar 
Grade 11: Philip Wegman 
Grade 12: Ava Aldrich 
 
A heartfelt thank you to December’s Teacher of the Month, Ms. Karen Esempio, for everything that she does for our students! 
Congratulations! 
  
Respectfully, 
Diana Bonneville 
Principal  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


